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Overview 
The value of learning remotely is that learning can and should occur based on a 

family’s need and during times that are most convenient for them. Our goal is to keep 
students engaged in continuous learning throughout the day. When considering a 
schedule that works for your family, keep in mind that the time spent on learning matters 
more than the time of day in which that learning occurs.  

               The suggested daily minutes per subject in the chart below can be used to help 
guide families in determining a schedule that will best suit their needs that reflects 
approximately 3 hours of learning time. A daily schedule can be created by families with 
the assumption that if a student is engaged in a particular task that takes longer than 
the given time on a daily schedule, flexibility is reasonable so long as by the end of the 
week there is evidence that students have put forth their best effort to meet the weekly 
requirements. 

Subject Time Consideration and Resources 
Social Emotional Learning 10 minutes per day 

Choose from activities for the classroom 
resources provide. 

English Language Arts  
(Reading and Writing) 

60 minutes per day 
Complete one i-Ready lesson every 1-2 

days, additional time can be spent doing 
independent reading of a book and journal 

writing (see prompt ideas attached). 
Mathematics 45 minutes per day 

Math Menu: each grade level has a math 
menu that gives the specific amount of 

activities each student needs to complete 
each day. 

Science  10 minutes per day 
 Science Choice Board- Choose one 

activity each day.   
Social Studies  10 minutes per day 

  History Labs (done across 5 days) 

Brain Breaks 5-10 minutes as needed between subjects 
(see Brain Break suggestions attached) 

Special Courses  30 minutes per day 
Free Play Activities (Physical Activities, 

Drawing/Art Project, Play a Musical 
Instrument) 

 



Writing at Home 

Write in a personal journal for 15 minutes per day. Use the prompts below or write 
about personal stories, what you have read, or write about daily experiences. 

Sample Writing Prompts 
Respond to Reading Personal Narrative Opinion/Expository 

This character reminds me 
of my self… 

Write about something 
funny that happened to you. 

Think of a person you 
consider to be a hero. 

Explain why other people 
should admire this person. 

This character reminds me 
of someone I know… 

Write about the day you got 
your first pet. 

Think about a famous 
person you would like to 
meet. Explain why you 

would like to meet him/her. 
I think the setting is 
important because 

Write about your most 
exciting day of school. 

Explain why it is important 
to eat healthy foods.  

I like/dislike this authors’ 
writing because…. 

Write about your most 
exciting moment. 

Think about what you want 
to be when you grow up. 
Explain why you think it 
would be the best job. 

As I read, I felt… Write about a difficult 
decision you had to make.  

Explain what you favorite 
thing to do after school is.  

Questions I have after 
reading are… 

Write about your best friend 
and what you have in 

common.  

What should be a 
reasonable bedtime for 

someone your age?  
The character I most 

admire is ______ because. 
Write about a time you 

completed a random act of 
kindness.  

Persuade others on why you 
should be allowed to have a 

certain pet?  
I wonder why… Write about your favorite 

vacation. 
Should children be allowed 
to eat whatever they want?  

The most important thing I 
learned about ______ is 

_______. 

Write about something 
embarrassing that 
happened to you. 

Is it better to have siblings 
or be an only child?  

If I could be one of the 
characters in the story it 
would be ________ because 

_________. 

Write about a time you had 
to deal with change.  

Would you rather receive a 
gift or give a gift?  

 
                            

   

 



Brain Breaks 

Complete at least one of the activities on the Brain Break chart below each day. 
Consider setting a goal for completing a certain number of activities in various 

categories (e.g. art, music, physical activity, etc.) each week. 
30 At-Home Brain Breaks 

5-minute break 15-minute break 30-minute break 

View GoNoodle Videos on 
YouTube 

Sidewalk Chalk Play Outside 

Jump Rope Watercolor Painting Bake a Special Sweet Treat 
(with an Adult) 

Play-Doh Sculptures Play Outside Play with Your Favorite 
Toys 

Color a Picture Ride a Bike Make a Fort out of Sheets 
and Pillows 

Dance Party to your 
Favorite Song 

Play Hide and Seek with 
Your Sibling 

Play a Card Game (Go Fish! 
Old Maid, etc.) 

Sing your Favorite Song and 
Make up Silly Dance Moves 

Build a LEGO Sculpture Play a Board Game with 
Your Sibling(s) or parent(s) 

Kid’s Yoga YouTube Video Read your Favorite Book Create and Complete a 
Nature Scavenger Hunt 

Do 5 Different Exercises for 
One-Minute Each 

Strength Challenge: Planks, 
Push-ups, Sit-ups, etc 

Make a Craft from Recycled 
Materials 

Build a Paper Airplane and 
Fly It Down the Hall or 

Outside 

Take Pictures of Nature in 
Your Front and Back Yard 

Make an Obstacle Course 
with Simple Toys and 

Complete It 

Look at Your Favorite 
Picture Book 

Take Turns Telling Silly 
Jokes with Your Sibling(s) 

or Parent(s) 

Play Dress Up 

 

 



 

 

Section 1 
 

 

 

 

Social Emotional 
Learning 

 
 



LOTUS BREATH 

Bring your palms together in front of your heart. Press your pinky sides together and your 

thumb sides together. Expand the rest of your fingers away from each other to resemble a 

lotus flower. Inhale, raise up your lotus flower as you straighten your arms. Exhale, release 

your hands out to the sides, keeping your arms straight. Then bring your hands back to the 

lotus flower shape, and pull it down in front of your heart again. Repeat the motion with 

your arms and hands as you breathe in and out. Follow your hands with your eyes as you 

breathe in and lift your lotus to the sky. Use the sound of your breath to remind you of your 

focus. Lotus seeds sprout in the dark, murky bottom of a pond. Lotus flowers grow up-

wards toward the light of the sun. Know that you will bloom even in the middle of a diffi-

cult  time.  

1. Teach a family member how to do Lotus Breath. How did it make them 

feel? 

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did Lotus Breath make YOU feel?  

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. Write about a time that was difficult for you. What did you learn during that 

time? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 



Move and Breathe 

To Feel Focused! 

Try this movement sequence if you are feeling a little distracted or you’re 

having trouble focusing. Follow the directions and repeat the steps whenev-

er you need to feel more focused throughout the day. 

1. Circle your favorite pose. Try to teach a family member how to do it. 

2. Put an X next to the pose that was the most challenging.  

Which parts of your body did you feel working? 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How do you feel after moving through the poses? 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Lay on your back with 

knees bent and feet on the 

floor. Lift your belly to the 

sky. Take 3 deep breaths. 

On hands and knees, 

reach one arm forward 

and the opposite leg 

back. Find balance.  

On your hands and knees, 

breathe in and lift your head 

while you drop your belly. 

Breathe out and arch your back. 

Stand with feet 3 feet apart. 

Extend one arm as if you are 

holding a bow. Lift your 

thumb and stare a it.  

Bend your front knee to a 

right angle. Keep your back 

leg straight. Extend long 

through your arms.  

Straighten both legs. Reach 

one arm up to the sky and 

the other down to the 

earth. Breathe deeply.  



BUBBLE GUM BREATH 

Close your eyes and pay attention to your breath.  Swallow an imaginary 

gumball. Move your belly side to side and up and down like you have jaws 

inside of it. Imagine chewing up the gum to prepare for a large bubble. 

Slowly raise your arms up as you take a deep breath in through your nose. 

Feel your belly grow larger like a big bubble! Then POP, clap your hands on 

your thighs as you breathe out and feel your belly soften. Try it again and 

again.  

1. Teach a family member how to do bubble gum breath. How did it make 

them feel? 

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. How did Bubble Gum Breath make YOU feel?  

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. When would Bubble Gum Breath be useful? For example, I use it if I am 

stuck in a long line and I’m late for an appointment! 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Grades 2-3 Independent 
Reading Support
Student At-Home Activity Packet 3

This At-Home Activity packet includes two supports for independent reading. These supports can be 
used alongside any reading the student does.  One fiction and one non-fiction text article has 
been added for students to use if no reading materials are available at home.

The Word Learning Routine Bookmark provides a reminder of concrete steps to discover the 
meaning of unknown words and phrases.

The Reading BINGO card offers a set of activities to support independent reading. The activities 
encourage the student to share reading with others, write in response to reading, and build curiosity 
about words and topics from their reading. Each time the student reads, they can choose one 
activity and mark the square. Once they mark five in a row they will get B-I-N-G-O! 

Looking for reading materials? Here are some websites that offer fun, free, high–quality 
material for kids: 

www.starfall.com 
www.storyplace.org 
www.uniteforliteracy.com 
www.storynory.com 
www.freekidsbooks.org 
en.childrenslibrary.org

Flip to see the Grades 2-3 
Independent Reading Supports 

included in this packet!
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READING

Read a book that 
someone in your 
home picks out  

for you. 

Find one word you 
don’t know the 

meaning of and ask 
someone what it 

means. 

Read to someone 
who is older than 

you. 

Tell a friend, family 
member, or teacher 

about a book you 
think they would 

like, too. 

Search in a book 
to find words that 

have a double final 
letter and have one 
syllable. Hint: words 

like cliff or buzz. 

Call a friend or 
family member and 

read to them. Ask 
them to read a story 

to you, too! 

Re-read your 
favorite book. 

Make a list of three 
facts you learned 
from a nonfiction 

book. 

Read a fiction book 
and make a list of 

ways you are similar 
to and different 
from the main 

character. 

After reading, write 
or tell something 

that surprised you. 

Write or tell 
someone about 

what you learned 
from a book. 

Read a book twice. 
The second time 
work on reading 

smoothly and with 
expression. 

Read a nonfiction 
book. 

Pick a word from a 
book and write two 

synonyms for the 
word. 

Find a new or 
unique place to 

read, like outside. 

Search in a book 
to find words with 

these prefixes:  
un-, dis-, re-. 

Use a whisper voice 
while you read.  

Look at the cover 
of a book and write 

three questions 
you have before 

reading.  

Read a book you’ve 
never read before. 

Listen to someone 
read to you. 

Search in a book 
to find compound 
words. Hint: these 
have two or more 

words joined 
together with a 
single meaning. 

Make a timeline for 
a fiction story. Hint: 
A timeline is a short 
list of events in the 
order they happen. 

Read to someone 
who is younger 

than you. 

Read a fiction book 
using different 
voices for each 

character. 

Directions: Complete the activities below independently or with an adult. Do five in a row to get B-I-N-G-O!

READING

B I N G O

Free 
Space
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Say the Word or  
Phrase Aloud
•  Circle the word or phrase that 
you find confusing.

•  Read the sentence aloud.

Look Inside the  
Word or Phrase
•  Try breaking the word into 

smaller parts.
•  Look for familiar word parts, 

such as prefixes, suffixes, 
and root words.

•  Can you figure out a meaning 
from the word parts you know?

Look Around the
Word or Phrase
•  Look in nearby words or 

sentences for clues about 
meaning.

•  Think about the word or 
phrase in the context of the 
paragraph. 

Look Beyond the 
Word or Phrase

Check the Meaning 
•  Ask yourself, “Does this 

meaning make sense in the 
sentence?”

•  Look for the meaning in a 
dictionary, glossary, or 
thesaurus. 

3

1

5

2

4

 ©2017 Curriculum Associates, LLC.  
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Word Learning 
Routine

Reading

Word Learning Routine Bookmark 

Help your student learn new words while 
reading! 

As the student reads with you or independently, they 
will likely encounter unknown words or phrases. Pausing 
to focus on these words can support comprehension 
and expands the student’s vocabulary. 

• Use the Word Learning Routine to give the student
concrete ways to determine how to find the meanings
of unknown words and phrases.

• Encourage the student to record new words they
encounter on the back of the bookmark.

• Celebrate all the new words the student discovers!

Flip to see the Grade 5 fiction 
and nonfiction articles from 

ReadWorks.



The Curious Situation of Foxes

The Curious Situation of Foxes
by Kyria Abrahams

Gina looks around her new bedroom. Her family bought this old hotel last week. She's still 
getting used to living here. The sun is rising, and Gina pulls the covers over her head.

On her dresser, there's a porcelain doll in the shape of a fox. It's musical. It plays "Peter and 
the Wolf" when you wind a key in the back. It came with the hotel.

Gina dresses herself in jeans and her favorite sweatshirt. The hotel is quiet. Father is already 
out back. He's working on fixing the hotel so that guests can stay there soon. It's time to head 
to school.

As she leaves, she notices an old bicycle she's never seen before lying in the driveway. Gina 
shrugs and figures she'll get to school quicker this way. She puts her schoolbooks in the 
basket and hops on.

The hill is steep and rocky. Her bicycle quickly starts wavering. The front tire is moving back 
and forth. Suddenly, the bike veers off the road. It's as if someone else is steering the bike. 
And then, a tumble! Back tire over front tire, her books fly up in the air. Everything goes flying.

Thud! Her English book hits her right on top of the head. Thud! Thud! Down comes Math and 
then Biology. (Thankfully, those last two are softcover books!)

"Wooooahhh ohhhhh," she cries, her eyes rolling back up into her head. Everything gets dark 
and dizzy and feels like she's spinning around on a carousel. Perhaps she is.

Gina lies down in the grass and falls asleep for a while. It's starting to get dark when she lifts 
her head. The book that hit her on the temple is now lying below her like a pillow. She reads 

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Curious Situation of Foxes

the title: The Curious Situation of Foxes.

That's funny, Gina thinks. I don't remember taking this book out of the library.

She's surely missed school now, and the bicycle is nowhere to be seen. Must be lying in a 
heap in the brambles. She stands and looks around, dusting off her jeans. There's a big hole 
in the sleeve of her favorite sweatshirt!

She's far behind the hotel, surrounded by blackberry bushes. There's a stone wall covered in 
moss and a heavy green door with a copper handle in the shape of a fox. She touches the fox 
head, and the door opens.

She walks through the door and sees the front of the hotel. And there's the bicycle! But this 
can't be the entrance to the hotel, can it?

She peers down a long hallway. It's longer than she remembers. Her head still hurts from 
being hit so hard. In her hand, she carries the book that attacked her from the air. She 
touches her forehead and winces.

"Ugh, I've got a lump on my head like a horn!"

At the end of the hallway is a room she has never seen before. She hears laughter and 
clinking glasses, and sees the flicker of a roaring fireplace.

In a strange room with oak walls and tapestries, three people are playing a board game. One 
man is wearing a tweed jacket and a monocle. One woman has a feather in her hair. The 
other woman wears a long string of pearls around her neck. They look like ghosts. They drink 
champagne and white tea, and pass around cherries on a silver platter.

"Hello, my dear," says the woman in the necklace of pearls. "Join our party. Don't look so 
scared."

"Who are you, and how did you get into the hotel?" Gina asks.

"I am Marilyn," she says. "And the young woman with the feather in her hair is Melinda. We 
have always lived here."

"Festive outfit!" Melinda quips.

Marilyn takes Gina by the hand and leads her to a chair. Now, Gina sees that her clothes 
have changed. She is no longer wearing the jeans and sweatshirt she put on earlier. She is 
wearing a red and green party dress with a black velvet bow in her hair.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Curious Situation of Foxes

"And finally, our guest is in matching holiday attire!" jokes Melinda.

The man stands and introduces himself. He places one hand in front of his stomach and 
bows. "Madame Gina, allow me to introduce myself. I am the fox hunter known as Gerard."

"Look here, Mr. Fox Hunter," Gina says. "We do not hunt or hurt foxes in my family!"

"I don't hurt them! I stuff them and hang them on my wall as art!" he bellows. "The foxes are 
ripe for the picking!"

Before Gina can scold him for this terrible comment, the old, oak library shelf begins to stir.

"What moves behind the leather-bound almanac?" asks the Fox Hunter.

The almanac begins to quiver. Gina moves closer to the bookcase to inspect the fluttering. At 
this moment, the book pops out of the shelf like a toy on a spring! And what appears in its 
place? None other than a fox!

The fox will not remain still, however. He is wriggling himself free. Frantic movements: a hard 
bearing-down on his front paws, and an occasional grunting.

Suddenly, the fox comes flying out of the hole and shoots like an arrow across the room. He 
lands on a bearskin rug and falls into a deep sleep.

Another fox appears! The animals plug the round hole perfectly, like a soft, red cork!

"But how can this be?" Gina rubs her eyes with her fist. "From a library shelf?"

When that fox jumps out, yet another fox appears. And again. Faster and faster. The hole 
becomes a momentous blur of orange and brown. Foxes are bubbling forth in a stream, like a 
faucet that won't turn off. All of them landing on the rug in a pile.

"The hole," Marilyn gasps. "It's a portal! A portal to foxes!"

Although you may imagine our group to be in the midst of a commotion, the foxes are actually 
quite docile. First, they jump from the hole and run around the room. Quickly, though, their 
eyes close gently, and they settle down as if for a long winter's nap.

The floor, however, is now nowhere to be seen. Foxes are sleeping and snoring everywhere, 
without any regard for manners.

"Help! Help!" cries Melinda. She is trapped beneath a fuzzy pile of small, baby foxes sleeping 
all around her shoulders and head.
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Curious Situation of Foxes

"Tragedy! What can we do?" they cry.

Just now, Gina remembers the book in her hand: The Curious Situation of Foxes. She opens 
to the first page and begins to read: "Chapter One: In Case Of Emergency.  What to do when 
a fox portal is opened."

Melinda throws her arms in the air. "MRRPHN!" She pulls a sleeping baby fox out of her 
mouth. "Read it!"

"Well, it says here," Gina reads, "that the un-foxing spell must be chanted in unison. Now, 
everyone, try your best to grab each other's hand!"

"I can't reach!" Marilyn cries.

"Yes, you can!" says the Fox Hunter. He begins swimming around the room. He does the 
backstroke through foxes, gathering Marilyn and Melinda in each arm.

Marilyn's dainty fingers wrap around Gina's hand. They chant.

"Foxes of Nature, we beg for your forgiveness and beseech thee to return to the forest. This 
hotel is not where you should hibernate!"

Gina pauses for a second, and then says: "FOXEN BEGONEN BENEDICTEN 
FOXNOMORE!"

There is a lightning crash outside and all the windows rattle. And then, backwards, the way 
they came, the foxes are sucked back into the portal. One by one, tails first and heads last. 
They are sucked back into the hole, still sleeping soundly, to return to only the devil knows 
where.

When the last fox disappears, the book in Gina's hand begins to flutter. It's being pulled 
uncontrollably toward the portal now. She cannot control her arm, if she doesn't let go, she'll 
go flying across the room. And she does!

"AHHHH!" Gina screams, being pulled toward the hole. It feels like her arm will tear right off.

"Let go of the book!" Gina hears a voice cry. And she does that, too. The force pulling her is 
released and her body stops mid-air. She falls to the floor with a thud. Just like the foxes, she 
falls asleep.

"Gina, let go of the book," she hears. She opens her eyes, and her mother and father are 
standing above her. She's back in the bramble, the bicycle a twisted mess beside her. "Let go 

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



The Curious Situation of Foxes

of the book, Gina. We're going to take you inside and clean up all these scrapes and bruises.

"What happened?"

"You've fallen off this bike, dear. And it's no wonder; it had a completely rusted chain! Now, let 
go of the book."

She is clutching a book to her chest. The cover reads: The Curious Situation of Boxes: How 
to Build a Box for Any Occasion.

"What are you doing with this strange book, anyway? Planning to make a box?"

"I... don't really remember," Gina says, rubbing a painful lump on her forehead.

"Oh, will you look at that!" her mother says, pointing at the woods. "How sweet!"

On the dirt path behind her, a family of foxes is making their way into the woods. Gina squints 
and swears she sees Marilyn and Melinda, dressed in feathers and fineries, leading them 
home.

ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



What's Your Cycle Style?

What's Your Cycle Style?

Biking offers you many ways to have fun while pedaling around!

"C'mon, Devon, let's go for a ride," Janey said, snapping the chin strap of her bike helmet.

Devon eyed Janey's mountain bike. "Where do you want to go?"

"Somewhere bumpy and hilly and fun," Janey grinned.

Devon frowned. "I can't go to Monster Trails Park, Janey. My bike isn't made for that."

Janey sighed as she shook her head and stared at the skinny tires on Devon's 18-speed road 
bike. "Why don't you get a mountain bike like mine? You'd have more fun. I'm going to be the 
next girl star of mountain biking. I'm going to race, and I'm going to get into the Olympics. 
Don't you want to do that?"

Devon shook his head. "I like road racing that's smooth and fast. I could race in the Tour de 
France like Lance Armstrong. And this kind of biking is in the Olympics too."

Janey sighed. "See you around."

Devon shrugged. "I'll see you at the Olympics."
ReadWorks.org
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What's Your Cycle Style?

Biking and Its Benefits
What do you like best about biking? Is it the freedom of riding over to your best friend's 
house? Is it the strong, confident feeling you get by using your muscles to power a piece of 
metal and rubber down the road? Or is it the thrill you get from barreling down a bumpy 
mountain trail that jolts your bones and sprays you with mud?

Riding a bike can be fun, good for you, and exciting too. A bike can also be your main mode 
of transportation. The Bicycle Council says that the main reason Americans use bikes is for 
recreation. The use of bikes for fitness and transportation to school or work rate much lower. 
If you've ever been in Europe, you know that thousands of people use bicycles to get to and 
from work. Those who ride bikes to and from work or school tend to be more fit than those 
who ride in cars and buses. Also, biking doesn't cause air pollution or use up any natural 
resources.

Types of Bikes and Biking
The most important type of bike is one that you can use safely. Get a bike that will suit the 
activity you plan to use it for. Your choices include the following:

Mountain bike. Fat, knobby tires grip dirt trails and uneven surfaces. Up to 27 gears. 
Straight, level handlebars.

Road bike. Sleek, lightweight racing bikes made for speed and long distance. Very skinny 
tires, lots of gears, and handlebars that curve downward so you bend forward when riding.

Street bike. Cruiser bikes that usually have one gear. Used most often by adults for basic 
transportation.

BMX bike. Used in Bicycle Motocross (BMX) racing. Includes racing, tricks and stunts, and 
jumping. Also called dirt jumping.

Runt bike. Very small bike that looks like a cross between a bike and a scooter.

Cyclo-cross. Used for a sport that combines road and mountain bike racing. Contestants run 
and carry the bike during the race.

Hybrid bikes. Have features of different types of bikes.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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What's Your Cycle Style?

Physical and Mental Exercise
Janey likes biking excitement. Devon enjoys endurance biking. Both styles are fun. And both 
make you strong by exercising your muscles, heart, and lungs.

Biking exercises your brain too--you need to learn safety rules, and the rules of the road. And 
if you do compete, there are even more rules to learn. Working out a winning strategy is also 
brain exercise.

Finding Other Bikers
The great thing about biking is that you can do it by yourself. But it's also fun to do with 
others. Here are a few places to meet other bikers:

Bike rodeos. Learn safety and road rules, practice safe cycling, and have your bike safety-
checked.

Bike clubs. There are mountain biking clubs, touring clubs, racing clubs, and more.

Races. Many clubs hold races, and you don't have to be a member to enter.

Check with your local newspaper, bike shop, school, the YMCA, or a recreation center for 
information about these events and clubs.

Devon and Janey know what kind of biking they want to do. If you plan on general biking fun, 
a hybrid bike will be fine. Visit a bike shop and talk with someone who knows a lot about the 
different types of bikes. Then have fun with your cycling!

Cycle Safely
May is National Bicycle Safety Month. The National Bicycle Safety Network works to improve 
biking safety. They offer these tips:

Wear a helmet. Learn how to wear it correctly. Be sure it meets the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission standards.

Obey stop signs. And learn the other rules of the road.

Do regular bike safety checks. Be sure everything works properly, especially the brakes.
ReadWorks.org
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What's Your Cycle Style?

Avoid night riding. If you must ride at night, use a headlight. Wear reflective clothing. Your 
bike should have reflectors on it.

Make sure your bike fits. Here's how:

1. Sit on the seat with your hands on the handlebar. The balls of both feet should touch the 
ground.

2. If it's a boy's bike, straddle the center bar. Keep both feet flat on the ground. There should 
be an inch between your crotch and the bar.

3. Sit on the seat with one pedal down. Place your foot on the pedal. Your knee should be 
slightly bent.

ReadWorks.org
Copyright © 2009 Weekly Reader Corporation. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Most lessons can be completed independently. However, there are some 
lessons that would benefit from the support of an adult. If there is not an 
adult available to help, don’t worry! Just skip those lessons.

Encourage the student to do the best they can with this content. The  
most important thing is that they continue to work on their writing and 
language skills.

© 2020 Curriculum Associates, LLC. All rights reserved.

Grade 3  
Writing and Language
Student At-Home Activity Packet 3

This At-Home Activity Packet is organized as a series of journal entries. Each 
entry has two parts. In part 1, the student writes in response to a prompt. In 
part 2, the student completes a Language Handbook lesson and practices 
the skill in the context of their writing from part 1. We recommend that the 
student completes one part each day.

Directions for this packet:
Part 1:
• Read the writing prompt.
• If needed, use the sentence frames to help

you get started writing.

Part 2:
• Complete Guided Practice.
• Complete Independent Practice.
• Complete the Try It prompt.

Flip to see the 
Grade 3 Writing 

and Language 
activities included 

in this packet!
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You’re a reporter for your school newspaper. Everyone is back in school. Write 
a newspaper article about what happened to close your school. Tell what your 
teachers and classmates will do now that school is open again. 

Journal Entry 6 PART 1

Our school has been closed…
Now that everyone is back…

Monday
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Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Language Handbook Lesson 16 Subordinating Conjunctions and Complex Sentences

Subordinating Conjunctions 
and Complex Sentences

Lesson 16

Simple sentences can be combined using different kinds 
of conjunctions.

• One way to combine simple sentences is to use a conjunction such as after, because,
when, or while. When you combine two simple sentences with such conjunctions,
you form a complex sentence.

simple sentence simple sentence

[Yasmin did not stay for the game] although [she loves soccer.]
• In a complex sentence, the conjunction shows how the ideas in the two simple

sentences go together.

• The conjunction can come at the beginning or in the middle of the sentence.

Conjunctions When to Use Examples
because to explain or give a reason Yasmin went home because she felt ill.

after, before, 
until, when, 
while

to show when things 
happen

She had a snack before she took a 
nap.

When she woke up, she watched TV. 
although, 
unless

to compare or to show 
an exception 

She’ll stay home Monday unless she 
feels better.  

Introduction

1  The soccer players have fun. They practice. (while)

2  Kayla works hard. She wants to be a better player. (because)

3  Milo was on the team. He got hurt. (until)

   Combine each pair of simple sentences to make a complex 
sentence. Use the conjunction in parentheses ( ).

Guided Practice

HINT When you
begin a sentence with 
a conjunction, use a 
comma after the first 
simple sentence.

Example: 
Before you play 
soccer, you 
should stretch.

PART 2

Tuesday
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Independent Practice

Language Handbook Lesson 16 Subordinating Conjunctions and Complex Sentences

1  The game had already begun. We arrived.

A The game had already begun 
because we arrived.

B Although the game had already 
begun, we arrived.

C The game had already begun when 
we arrived.

D The game had already begun while 
we arrived.

2  It started to rain. The game was not 
called off.

A Although it started to rain, the game 
was not called off.

B Because it started to rain, the game 
was not called off. 

C It started to rain when the game was 
not called off.

D It started to rain unless the game 
was not called off.

3  The Hawks won. They scored the 
most goals.

A The Hawks won unless they 
scored the most goals.

B The Hawks won before they 
scored the most goals.

C After the Hawks won, they 
scored the most goals.

D The Hawks won because they 
scored the most goals.

4  The game was over. We went out  
for pizza.

A Until the game was over, 
we went out for pizza.

B After the game was over, 
we went out for pizza.

C The game was over unless 
we went out for pizza.

D The game was over because 
we went out for pizza.

For numbers 1–4, first read the simple sentences. Then pick the choice that correctly combines 
the simple sentences into a complex sentence.

Try It Reread your newspaper article. Circle any conjunctions you
used to combine sentences. If you didn’t use any, find at least two 
sentences that you can combine. Combine them using the correct 
conjunction.

PART 2

Tuesday
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You need ideas for the classroom play. You overheard two classmates telling 
about a fun trip they went on together. Write what they said as the opening act 
for your class play. 

Journal Entry 7 PART 1

“We had so much 
fun when we went 
to _ ,” said…

Wednesday
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Lesson Title
Lesson # X.#.#: 

Language Handbook Lesson 19 Punctuating Dialogue

Punctuating Dialogue
Lesson 19

When characters in a story talk to each other, this is a dialogue. When 
you write a dialogue, use quotation marks (“ ”) before and after each speaker’s words.

Mr. Simons said, “We’re going on a field trip!” 

“Hooray!” the class shouted.

When a speaker’s words come last in a sentence, use a comma (,) to separate the speaker’s 

words from the rest of the sentence.

Myra asked, “Where are we going?”  

Mr. Simons answered, “We are going to the Natural History Museum.” 

Introduction

1  I am so excited about our trip to the museum! Janie said.

2  Carlos asked Do you think it will be boring?

3  Then Justin explained It’s a chance to go someplace new.

4  I think we’ll have a great time! Tanisha added.

   Read each sentence. Then rewrite the sentence on the line below, 
adding quotation marks and commas where needed.

Guided Practice

HINT The end
punctuation after a 
speaker’s words 
should be inside the 
quotation marks.

Correct: “It’s a dog, 
isn’t it?”

Incorrect: “It’s a dog, 
isn’t it”?

PART 2

Thursday
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Independent Practice

Language Handbook Lesson 19 Punctuating Dialogue

1  A “This museum is gigantic”! Anna exclaimed.

B “This museum is gigantic!” Anna exclaimed.

C “This museum is gigantic! Anna exclaimed.”

D This museum is gigantic! “Anna exclaimed.”

2  A Celia said, “Everyone should visit this museum.”

B Celia said “Everyone should visit this museum.”

C Celia said, Everyone should visit this museum.

D “Celia said” Everyone should visit this museum.

3  A Alberto asked. “What is this?”

B Alberto asked, “What is this”?

C Alberto asked “What is this”!

D Alberto asked, “What is this?”

4  A I’ve never seen anything like it! Juanita replied.

B I’ve never seen anything like it!  “Juanita replied.”

C “I’ve never seen anything like it!” Juanita replied. 

D “I’ve never seen anything like it! Juanita replied.”

5  A Billy announced, “It’s a fossil footprint.”

B Billy announced. “It’s a fossil footprint.”

C Billy announced “It’s a fossil footprint”. 

D “Billy announced, “It’s a fossil footprint.

For numbers 1–4, choose the sentence in each group that uses correct punctuation.

Try It Reread your opening scene for the class play. Be
sure that you have used quotation marks and commas in the 
correct spots. Fix the dialogue as needed.

PART 2

Thursday
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You wake up to find you have a superpower. Write to tell about this new 
superpower. What can you do? How will you use your superpower?

Journal Entry 8 PART 1

When I woke up this 
morning, I discovered… 

Friday





 
Section 3 

 

 

 
Mathematics 

 
 
 



Directions: Each of the activities below is assigned a point value. Each day,  

students may choose activities to complete that will total 5 points.   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday  Day: 

     Tasks  

Completed: 

Track Your Progress: 

Point Value Activity: 

1  Practice for 10 minutes using your  

multiplication subitizing cards  

2  One “Splat! “Task 

 Area Block 

 One “Visual Pattern” Task 

 Cats and Kittens Task 

3  Puzzle Time Multiplication Table  

 ÷ 8 Spaces  

 X9 Corners 

 Round-O Game 

 The Product Game 

 Write a story using elapsed time. Make sure to use at 

least three different times and tell how much time has 

passed.  



Each Splat! Task is worth 2 points. 

Directions: What is the value under the splat? If there are multiple splats, each splat must be the same 

number. Show how you got your answer. 



Materials: Game Board, 2 different color pens, pencils, crayons or 
markers. 

How to play:  Players take turns making a single shape on the board that has an area of 10 or less.  The game 
is done when the board is filled, and the player with the most squares covered wins.  The table is for 
recording how many squares you cover each turn.   

The first player to go can only color up to 8 
squares on their first shape.  (Otherwise it would 
always be best to go first.)  After that the limit is 
always 10. 

The squares colored in to make your shape need to 
share a side, not just touch at a corner.  (The shape 
you make has to be a polygon.)  A player can even 
use slanted lines – as long as they can figure out the 
area for their shape!  When you are making a new 
shape, it does not have to touch your old – you can 
put it anywhere there’s room. 

After you make or shade in your shape, record the 
area of your block – you don’t want to miss any 
points. 

When the board is completely filled, the game is 
done.  Total up your squares and see who won!  

Notice you can check if all the squares are counted by adding both scores – you should get 100. 

Whoever lost gets to choose the next time if they want to go first or second. 

Variations:   
• The board can be changed to have holes or blocks or be a different shape.  As long as there are 100

squares.  After trying these boards, make your own.
• The game can be played with dice.  Roll 2 dice, and you can fill in the total rolled.
• Advanced players could try where their score is not the area – but the perimeter.  (You might want

to try that with no slanted sides.)

Area Block 
A game for 2 players 

OK 

Not okay 

This activity is worth 2 points.



Area Block
1: 2: 

1: 2: 



Area Block
1: 2: 

1: 2: 



Area Block
1: 2: 

1: 2: 



Task 1 

Task 2 

Task 3 

Each task is worth 2 points.  

On a separate sheet of paper draw the next image in the pattern. What is the area? What is the perimeter 

Write an equation to represent how you figured out the pattern.  



This task is worth 2 points. 



Name: __________________________________ 

Mashup Math LLC 2019 | All Rights Reserved | Visit www.mashupmath.com for More K-12 Math Activities! 

This activity is worth 3 points.



Name: __________________________________ 

Mashup Math LLC 2019 | All Rights Reserved | Visit www.mashupmath.com for More K-12 Math Activities! 

This activity is worth 3 points.





May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2011 by Susan O'Connell and John SanGiovanni from Mastering the Basic Math Facts in Multiplication and 

Division. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

Spaces 

All players begin with their chips on START. Spin the spinner to find a quotient. If the 
quotient is on a space that is above, below, next to, or diagonal to yours, you may move 
to it. If not, you lose your turn. Take turns spinning and moving toward the shaded 8 
space, which is the FINISH. To land on the finish space, you must spin a division fact 
with the quotient of 8. The first player to land on the finish wins. 

START 3 6 2 3 6 2 1 

1 2 8 2 10 3 9 10 

4 5 4 3 7 4 10 3 

2 1 7 6 1 2 4 10 

6 5 1 9 4 9 5 6 

7 3 8 2 9 3 10 9 

4 5 10 3 4 6 2 5 

8 4 1 8 5 2 9 7 

3 7 9 2 10 9 5 8 

This activity is worth 3 points.





May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2011 by Susan O'Connell and John SanGiovanni from Mastering the Basic Math Facts in Multiplication and Division. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

Spaces ÷8 Spinner 

÷ 8 

8 24 

32 

40 

16 

80 

64
3

56 

48 

72 





May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2011 by Susan O'Connell and John SanGiovanni from Mastering the Basic Math Facts in Multiplication and Division. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

x9 Corners 

9 18 45 90 63 9 36 18 
45 81 72 36 27 27 90 72 
36 63 18 54 81 18 81 36 
18 72 90 27 63 54 72 27 
45 63 18 45 36 45 18 45 
81 63 81 18 72 9 81 72 
54 90 36 54 45 27 63 18 
9 81 90 18 18 81 9 81 
54 36 27 9 27 54 72 54 

Directions: 
1. The player who spins

the lowest number
goes first.

2. Players take turns
spinning the spinner
and multiplying the
number by 9.

3. They find a space on
the board with that
product and place
their counter or chip
on it.

4. The first player to
make the corners of a
square wins.

9 81 

27 63 

Example of corners: 

This activity is worth 3 points.





May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2011 by Susan O'Connell and John SanGiovanni from Mastering the Basic Math Facts in Multiplication and Division. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

Corners x9 Spinner 

× 9 

1 3 

4 

5 

2 

10 

8 

7 

6 

9 





May	be	photocopied	 for	classroom	use.	©	2016	by	Cheryl	Akers,	Susan	O’Connell,	and	John	SanGiovanni	from	Math	in	Practice:	
Teaching	Third-Grade	Math.	Portsmouth,	NH:	Heinemann.	

Round-O 

Write multiples of 10 (10, 20, 30, 40… to 100) anywhere you want on the game board. You can 
write numbers more than once so you fill every square with a number. 
Spin a 1-9 spinner two times to create a two-digit number. 
Round your number to the nearest ten and cover that multiple of ten on your game board. 
The first one to cover 5 in a row wins! 

This activity is worth 3 points.





May be photocopied for classroom use. © 2016 by Allison Peet, Susan O’Connell, and John SanGiovanni from Math in 
Practice: Teaching Second-Grade Math. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

1-9 Spinner

SPIN 
AGAIN 1 

5 

2 

6 

3 

4 

9 

7 

8 





The Product Game 
This game is worth 3 points.

Two-player game 

Materials: 

One game board 

2 tokens 

Two different colored crayons or markers (one color for player 1 and one 

for player 2) 

The goal of the game is to color in four squares in a row, either vertically, horizontally, or diagonally. 

How to Play: 

Along the bottom of the paper is a row of factors* from 1-9. 

1. Player 1 places a token on any of the factors, but colors in nothing.

2. Player 2 places a second token on any of the factors and colors in the product* that you get when

those two factors are multiplied.

3. Now it is Player 1’s turn. S/he can move either of the tokens, but not both. Once s/he moves one token

to another factor, Player 1 colors in the product on the game board using their colored marker/crayon.

4. Repeat step 3 for Player 2’s turn, moving only one token each time and coloring in that product.

5. Continue play until someone gets four in a row to win!

*Factors: In multiplication, the numbers that are multiplied to equal a product.

*Product: The answer to a multiplication equation.





© 2008 National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
http://illuminations.nctm.org

The Product Game 

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 12 14

15 16 18 20 21 24

25 27 28 30 32 35

36 40 42 45 48 49

54 56 63 64 72 81

Factors:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9



 

© 2008 National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
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The Product Game 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 12 14 

15 16 18 20 21 24 

25 27 28 30 32 35 

36 40 42 45 48 49 

54 56 63 64 72 81 

Factors: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
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Science  
 
 
 



Science Choice Board 
Each day, choose one of the activities below.  Cross off the activity after you are done. 

 

Do page 144. 
Complete the activity 

on this page. 

Play Simon Says with 
your family.  Be 

creative and think of 
different body 

parts/organs (like 
heart, lungs, or brain). 

Write a letter to your 
teacher.  Tell about 

your favorite science 
activity you are doing 

at home. 

Choose a habitat.  
Make a model of the 
habitat.  Remember 
to include living and 

nonliving things. 

 

Do page 145.  
Complete the activity 

on this page. 

Draw 5 science tools.  
Write to tell more 

about how they are 
used.  

Find an interesting object 
in your house or yard.  

Make observations and 
draw a detailed picture 

of the object.  Label your 
picture. 

 
 
 
 
 

Go outside.  Try to 
find all the items on 

the attached 
scavenger hunt. 

 

Do page 151. 
Complete the activity 

on this page. 

 



 

Science Scavenger Hunt 

 
� A spiderweb 
� Something man-made 
� Something yellow  
� Something fuzzy 
� Something that smells good 
� Something that feels cold 
� Something shaped like a heart 
� A flying insect 
� Something translucent (let’s light 

through) 
� A piece of bark 
� A cloud shaped like a living thing 
� Something that is an animal’s home 
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Social Studies 
 



A Guided Journey Through

The Sunshine State



Hi!
My name is Morgan
and I am going on a 

journey through
Florida!

Along the way,
I may need some help

finding hidden symbols and
learning cool facts.
Wil l you help me?

What’s your name?

My Name is...



Write how many counties
there are in Florida. If you don’t know,

you can ask an adult for help!

We are going to visit Pensacola,
Apalachicola, Tal lahassee, St. Augustine, 

Cape Canaveral, Tampa, Fort Myers, the Everglades,
and the Florida Keys!

There are...

...Counties!

Count the Counties



Our first stop is Pensacola in northwest Florida.
Pensacola was the capital of West Florida

when it was a territory.

The Pensacola
l ighthouse helps explorers

on boats see how close or far
they are from the shore.

Wil l you help me
finish coloring this scene

of Pensacola?

Painting
Pensacola



Next, we wil l pass
through Apalachicola!

Did you know that
one of Florida’s most
famous inventors was

from Apalachicola?

How to Make
ICE CREAM

In 1851, Dr. John Gorrie invented
a machine that could make ice.
H is invention led to the creation
of the air conditioner.
Dr. John Gorrie’s invention can
help us do al l kinds of cool things,
l ike make ice cream! Here’s how
to make your own ice cream.
Be sure to ask an adult for help!

Ice Cream in Apalachicola



I live             miles from Tallahassee!

Use a ruler
to see how far you

l ive from Tal lahassee.
Then use the scale on the

bottom of the map
to figure out the 
distance in miles.

0 50 miles 100 miles

Did you know...
Tal lahassee was chosen as the capital

of Florida in 1824 because it was the halfway
point between Pensacola and

St. Augustine.

So what’s the difference between
Capital and Capitol?

Capital: The government headquarters of a state.
Capitol: A building that houses a government’s
              legislative branch.

Mapping Out Florida
Tallahassee, The Capital of Florida!



Spot the Difference
Circle the 10 differences in the pictures below of our H istoric Capitol.



JUDICIAL
LE

GI
SL

AT
IVE

E
XECU

TIVE
JUDICIAL

LE
GI
SL

AT
IVE

E
XECU

TIVE
Can you match

the words l isted with
the correct branch of 

government?

3 Branches of Government

Governor – the person who
manages the executive branch
of state government.

Senator – one of 40 people
elected to help write legislation
(laws) in the Florida Senate.

Representative – one of 120 
people elected to help write 
legislation in the Florida House
of Representatives.

Speaker of the House – the leader of the Florida House of Representatives.

Chief Financial O� icer – the state executive who oversees Florida’s accounting and
monitors state funds.

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court – the head judge of the Florida Supreme Court.

Circuit Court Judge – a judge that is elected by Florida citizens in a district.



START

FINISH

The laws of Florida are
written and passed in Tal lahassee.

The pathway for an idea to become a
law can be very complicated.
Wil l you help me pass my Bil l?

Tallahassee Maze Running

Now let’s travel to...
You did it!



Did you know...
St. Augustine was the capital of East Florida when

it was just a territory.
St. Augustine is the oldest city in America! It was founded in 

1565 by Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, a Spanish explorer.

St. Augustine and the East Coast Railway

One of Florida’s most
important pioneers was Henry Flagler, who

l ived in St. Augustine! Henry Flagler created the
Florida East Coast Railway, which was the first

railroad to connect Florida to the rest of the U.S.
Can you help me finish coloring the train?



Juan Ponce de León named our state
“La Florida” based on what he saw when he arrived

in 1513. Can you use the code below to
find the meaning?

St. Augustine and Decoding Messages

A B C D E

F G H I J

K L M N O

P Q R S T

U V W X Y Z

__  __         __  __  __  __  __  __  __         __  __  __  __  __

__  __  __  __         __  __         __  __  __  __  __  __  __



Cape Canaveral Trivia

Lorem ipsum

Cape Canaveral is part of Florida’s
“Space Coast.” It has been home to
many rocket and shuttle launches

in the U.S., with the first
launch taking place

back in 1950!

Did you know
that moonstone is
the state gem of

Florida?

Cape Canaveral Trivia



Mission Control needs your help to unscramble the words
below before their next shuttle launch. Can you help them?

Great job! As they prepare to explore space, let’s continue on our journey!

rtsa ________________

nltape ______________

hlunca ______________

isoismn _____________

krocte ______________

lyxaga ______________

vrgiayt ______________

uttsornaa ___________

Cape Canaveral Unscramble



Arr!
It looks l ike this

pirate ship is not
complete! Wil l you help
connect the dots so 
this pirate ship can

set sail?

Tampa has been the home of
the Gasparil la Pirate Festival
for over 100 years!
The festival includes one of
the largest parades in the
U.S. and there’s even a
children’s parade!
Arr! Doesn’t that
sound l ike fun?

Tampa Connecting the Dots



Henry Ford

Thomas Edison

Edison Lightbulb

Model T Ford

The next stop on our journey is Fort Myers,
which is a major tourist destination!

Great work!
Next on the agenda is...

Did you know
that Henry Ford and
Thomas Edison, 2 of

America’s most famous
inventors, were neighbors

in Fort Myers?

Can you
fol low the path

of the inventor to
their invention?

Fort Myers Matching



The Everglades is a unique and complex habitat made up of
swamps, tropical hardwood hammocks, and marine l ife.

Blue 1

3

2

4 5

1

1

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

4

4

4

4

4 4

4

4

5

5

5

5

Green

Brown

Yellow Pink

Did you know
that Everglades National

Park is the 3rd largest park
in the U.S.? It is visited
by over 1 mil l ion people

every year!

Can you color
al l of the wildwife
in the Everglades

by number?

Everglades Color by Number



The last stop on our journey is The Keys!
Let’s see how much you know about the Florida Keys.

Use the word bank below to fil l in the blanks.

WORD BANK

archipelago

southernmost

The Florida Keys are made up of about               islands.

The land formation that makes The Keys is called an                        ,
which is a collection of islands.

The largest island in The Keys is                  .

Key West is the                           part of Florida.

The longest bridge connecting The Keys is called the                         .

The                        is a species of deer that can only be
found in The Keys.

Key West

Seven Mile Bridge

1,700

Key Deer

Florida Keys Fill in the Blank



What was your favorite part of Florida that we explored?

Wow, you sure are a good explorer!

What is 1 cool fact you learned?

Try the Word Search below to see if you remember al l of the people,
places, and things we discovered on our journey!

Manatee
Al l igator

Moonstone
Legislator

Edison

Capitol
Capital
Pirate

Inventor
Florida

Representative
Secretary

Gorrie
Archipelago

Mission Control
Gasparil la
Governor

Flagler

Executive
Judicial

Legislative
Lighthouse



Check here to see if you answered
all of the questions correctly.
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67

L A F L O R I D A M E A N S

L A N D O F F L O W E R S

star
planet
launch
mission

rocket
galaxy
gravity

astronaut

1,700

archipelago

Key West

Key Deer

southernmost

Seven Mile Bridge

Governor
Chief Financial O�cer

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

Senator
Representative

Speaker of the House

Circuit Court Judge
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